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by the early spring oi' 1915, when, for climatic reasons and on account of the impending failure of the winter ram -supply m the desert, it was necessary to advance without dela.% or else to postpone the "k invasion of Kgypt " 1ill th<> completion of the railway or the next winter rains.
When war broke out, the Turks had hud three months in which to complete their mobilisation. Difficulties of transport and lack of equipment, which was only gradually supplied from Austria and Uermany, prevented them from taking an immediate offensive against Egypt. In October the, VII Ith (Damos-CMIH) Army Corps (2ttrd, 25th and 27th Divisions) and some troops of the XT Ith (Mosul) Army Corps wore in Syria, with a, considerable number of MiistnJiiixi (3rd Lino) and Depot troops. The Damascus Army Corps had not tho reputation of being one of tho boat in tho Ottoman service. By tho terms of the pact into which tho Committee of Union and Progress entered with the A nib party early in U)14 it was for the most part locally recruited. Tho officers xvere, as a rule, Turks who did not often understand tho language or tho character of the Arabs who formed the majority of the* rmik
.11 id file. After mobilization orders were issued the pact between Turks and Arabs, like the Armenian reform scheme, wns thrown overboard, and a considerable number of Arabs were drafted into Anatolian Army Corps, their places being taken by Turks and a few Kurds. The Mosul men do not appear to have proved satisfactory. Many deserted and, by the beginning of November, the Turks had decided to send more reliable troops to Syria in thoir place. They were then, sent back to the Bast, and at a later period caino into action against the British forces in Southern Mesopotamia.
At the end of November and early in December a large Turkish army poured through the Ciliciou dates into the plain of Adana. It was composed of troops from the TTTrd (Rodosto),
ON   THE  SUEZ  CANAL. ;rench men-of-war and an Australian troopship at Fort Said.    Inset:  An Australian troopship.